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SURJECT: NDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH TROKHIEN,

I sxpived at Trakhien'’s apartment at 7300 p.m. and left at 11:00 p.m,
his
When I arrived, he and/wife, Anma, greeted me, The only other person
present was their 25 year old daughter, Ireme. Their apartment is rented
firnished (LE 25 per month) and the furniture seemed adequate. A1l the
upholstered furniture wae coversd with white slip covers.

I wag shoun into their tiny reception room and was asked 1f I liked
beer., When I said yes, two bottles of Amstel were brought in by his wife.
Trokhien and I split one botile and he asked me what my first name was.
| He said his was ¥Serge®™., For the rest of the evening we were

25X1 Serge and to each other,

Before I could even finmish ny first ginss of besr supper s Snncunsed
and we entered the mmll adjacent dining voom. They have no servants, His
wife doss all the buylng, cocking ard cieaning,

It we & goldiplate dimner, and the %able was Iaden with various Russian
dishes us well as bam, perk, cheese, pickles, ete. The caviar wes of &
better quaiity {han the ome served at the Rusasian Nev 7 reception. His wife
s¥idently went through a lot of eare preparing the dimner, for there was
even & dish of fish and red eAbbage, which Serge knew I particularily enjoyed at
the Nov 7 reception, He reminded me of this.

Red and white wine; as well as vodke vwere also on the table, Serge
agked which I preferred and I replied bodka., He too drank vodke and his wife
drenk vhite wine. Throughout the entire evening we enly drank / smll glasses
of vodi® eagh, At no time was & drink ferced upon me. He even told me that
if at any time I felt I was getting & bit high, I should stop drinking, fer
he knew I wesn't used to the stuff. The vodka was quite smooth, only eon-
taining 408 aleshol By volums (sc it said en the Russian label).

25X1 The wost part of the evening was spent on small chit-ehat and 1ight

sonversation, talking about music, iiterature,] |household problems,
mrrisge, ete, '

The only diresct questions that Trokhien asked were: How lomg did I
1ive in New York; are there any other children in my fsmily; are both wny
parents alive and where do they live., I answered these questions vaguely
and even lied a bit. When I in turn asked him whers his vife came frem
: he told me that she was half Ukranian and half Russian - that iz, her mother
(— came from Kiev and her father from Moscow. They showed me pletures of her
__ family and evidently, so she seys, she has & seven-year old sister {she ]
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ende m?rmmztam‘%m;tmm,hemtmaﬁmmm,
%0h ®e, there was just one mticomlist there who tried to set up scme sort
sf independence movement tut he wasn’t too suscessfui®. I thought this ws
yather an under-siatenent.

Trokhien voluntesred the inforsmtien that he was the enly shild. He
#a1d he bad & rather herd time of it when he was young for his father
divoreed his mother when he was two years old and there, therefore, his
mother h8d to work quite hard to support him, He s2id that while he worked
in the war factory during the war, he also &ttended night clasges in an
offort to better himself. BHe successfully passed the eompetitive ezamin-
ation to enter Moseow's Oriental Institute (courze lasted five years) and
upon campletion of the Institute, he successfully passed exaninations to
enter the diplametic service. He said he met his wife at the Institute
and that they were merried when he was 25, (He is now 28).

M;Mtzﬁ lemamwmﬁﬁnmmw

He sesmed well briefed an the United States and on New Tork Clity
in parileniar. He asked ms how many people lived in Few Yerk and when I
said 7 million, he s2id, *Ch mo, it 1s 11 million" and seemed surprised
that I didn't know. He also asked me how long Broadway wes and when I seid
I @idn't know, he Imughingly said, "Roughly 92 kilometers”. I then said
that foreigners kid Amerieans that they don't seem to know much about their
v eountry and Trekhien seemed to agres.

" He then got a bit jovial and started telling me & few antecdotes. He
askad if I heard the one about the elephants. He said people of varicus
miioralities were asked to write a thesis about an elephant and that the
Brngiishman wrote on "The Hunting of the Elephant®, the Frenclman wrotle en
®The Sex Life of the HKlephant", the Americen wooie on "The Elephsnt and
Gormmnism®, the Pole on "The Elephant and the Polish Questlon®; the German
banded in & five woimme thems on "&an Introduetion to the Histery of the
Bisphant® and the Russian wrote sbeut "The Elephant -~ Doss it Exiat®. I then
#mid, yes, I had heard the joke and that, as a matier of fadt, it appeared
in the el 4°Eevpte & fow months ago., He seemed & bit deflated.

He ssked me how I liked Russian cawviar and I said that his caviar was
much betier than the one served at the November 7 reception, I then asked
why there wersn't any pictures of Malenkov at the reception and his only
eomment wvag, "You have wery kean eyes".

He then laughed and said he wag quite rised the other day when one
of the teachers fram the American University came inte the Bussisn.
legation and asked for some Marxist litereture. ¥%hen I asked him vhy the =
fellow wanted 1t, he explained that the teacher toid him that students st the
were asking to be mede familier with the works of Merx and Iemin, I
asked if it were & political science teacher who made the request. He sald he
didn?®t know. He seemed to be very surprised when I meniioned that in the
United States we studied the works of Engels, Marx, Lenin eand Stalinss s
regular part of poilitical seience. f
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(25X1 The conversation switched to work that we do and I asked
him what his duties were at his Leogation. He said that be werked in the

Pelitical Seetien meinly specializing in relations with the countrles
adhering te the Arab Pagt. He alsc added that the Beviet Minister, vhe
doesn’'t speak Engiish, takes him slong to dinner aparties and warions appoint-
ments s do trensiating for him. He then asked me if I wrote reports, hast-
ingly sdding *if that infoarsation wsn’t secret®. I said no my work is not
seeret, that I am wainly eesupled with the Ambessmdor and that in any spare
time I secaasiomily de write reporiz of & very minor mature.

T then asked Iim how his Arshic was coming 2Ilong at the Berlitz School
{he says he veads and writes Arablsc quite well but eannot speak 1%, there-
fore Beriits). Ha said he wasn’t too satis fled with the Beriitz lessons,
it ¢ oo slow, I then jekingly asked him why he didn't take

25X1  Jesscns His ears perked up and he got quite imterested. He

mentionsd that he didnt think they weuld aliew Bussisns to atiend the
Ameriesn University, would they? I sid him if he wentsd to, I gould find
out, At thia he get very enthusiastic and said he wonld like very much te

25X1  ‘mbe lespors if it were possible., When I left their apariment at

i1 e'eleck, he again mentiened, "Don’t forget to find out about that, will
you? Actmlly, I do plan to forget.

While %o were talking about music, he mentioned that some of his
Bussian records should be arriving soon and that he would be very heppy
if I could hear them when they do srriwe., I told him I, too, wes expecting
#ame records and that he and his wife should eome to my apartment, have
dimmer and 1isten to the music. He mmbled, "Maybe". While telking zbout
American 1iterature he talked entbusimstically about Howard Fest asking if
I hmd heard ef him. He seemed puzzled when I told him that Past wvas on the
?3ist? and smiled when I explained that I meant he was an Ameriean Communis®
writer. He aliso mentioned that he liked Paul Robeaon,

In the course of previous conversation, I asked him who gold-tooth was
&t the Soviet legation, "Ch, that's my good frienmd Parkoweki". Barkovski's
son, Leonidas, wvas born about one year and 3 months ago.

It is my persorAl opinion that all the questions asked me were the ones
normaily ssked when two people meet each other socially for the firat time.
He never tried to pump me, he did not try to "ply me with iiquor® and
throughout the entire svening he and his wife were wery courtecus e&nd quite
charming, Also, their radio piayed all evening long, which, I am told,
precludes the possibility that cur conversation was recorded.
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